
Marion Soil and Water Conservation District (MSWCD) 
Education & Outreach Committee Meeting Minutes 9/17/2025  
11:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
Facilitator: Kassi Roosth 
Recorded by: Sarah Hamilton 

   Approved: 11/18/2025 
 

Committee Member Attendance 
Peggy Hart (Committee Chair) - Director Present  
Noah Justice - Director Absent  
Kassi Roosth (Facilitator) - Staff Present  
Sarah Hamilton (Secretary) - Staff Present  
Member #5 – Vacant  Vacant  

Staff Guests 
Amy Zimmer - Staff 
Brenda Sanchez - Staff 
Susan Ortiz - Staff 

  

   
   

Note: All documents and materials displayed or referenced are retained in the Education 
& Outreach Committee Meeting file at the Marion Soil and Water Conservation District 
(Marion SWCD or District). 
 

Minutes 

Call to Order-Chair: 11:02 AM 

Announcements - None 

Agenda Additions or Changes - None 

1. Public Comment – No Comments 
 

2. April 15, 2025  
Hart asked about the last paragraph: Did we receive clarification on the definition 
of a community organization or who is eligible for grants. Ortiz responded that 
the admin committee discussed this and it went to the board. The board identified 
an organization as having a unique tax ID. So this question was resolved. 
 
Action: Roosth motioned to accept as presented the 4/15/25 Education & 
Outreach Committee meeting minutes, 2nd by Hamilton. No further discussion. 
MOTION PASSED (Aye-3 [Hart, Roosth, Hamilton], Opposed-0). 
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Hart suggested the group have a conversation about what materials can and can’t 
be funded by CLEAR grants.  
 
Hamilton suggested that these be coordinated with the other grant programs.  
 

3. CLEAR Grant Request: Community Roots School Outdoor Classroom  
Roosth presented the grant request for $5,000 to support outdoor education for 
100 K-6 students, focusing on gardening, ecology, and sustainability. 
 
Ortiz confirmed that the organization is current on reporting as of 9/16/25, and 
thus eligible for funding.  
 
Ortiz provided a detailed budget breakdown showing funds would be used for 
supplies like wheelbarrows, buckets, watering cans, hoses, lawnmower, deer-
proof fencing, and educator wages.  
 
Hart raised concerns about funding equipment that would last beyond the grant 
period, noting past precedent where similar items weren't funded.  
 
Ortiz clarified that CLEAR grants don't fund ‘major construction projects or tools 
and equipment for construction projects’. 
 
Hart suggested avoiding board objections by applying SWCD fund to other items, 
and using those materials as match. 
 
Action: Roosth motioned to recommend the board fund this request in full with 
the condition that the school submit a revised budget that includes tools as 
match, 2nd by Hart. No further discussion. MOTION PASSED (Aye-3 [Hart, 
Roosth, Hamilton], Opposed-0). 
 

4. Staff Updates 
Roosth: Salmon Watch field trips have begun successfully with two completed 
trips. Salmon are present at the sites, which is exciting for students. The program 
is serving students from 3rd through 12th grade. Five schools have submitted 
applications for Salmon Watch grants, with nearly $7,600 awarded. Roosth will be 
giving a presentation about the Little Habitat Project at Willamette University 
 
Hamilton: No new EAB infestations have been found in Marion County traps 
beyond the known infestation area. New infestations have been found in 
Multnomah County and Oregon City. Staff is collaborating with others to develop 
a booklet to help land managers prepare for EAB. The booklet will focus on 
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improving riparian health before ash trees die. A workshop is planned for spring 
to help landowners prepare for EAB. A bare-roots and seeds sale is planned for 
January at the district office. The spring plant sale will occur in March. 
 
Ortiz: $7600 in SalmonWatch grants have been awarded to 5 schools. Partner 
Grants are currently open through November 13th with interest from new 
groups. The Strategic Implementation Area (SIA) grant is ending this year, but we 
are requesting a 2-year extension to continue the work.  

Zimmer: The Annual Report is under development. The Annual Conservation 
Celebration is set for November 12. ADA updates are being made to the website 
that improve function for the sight- and hearing-impaired.  

 
Adjourn: Chair Hart adjourned the meeting at 11:58 AM 

Marion Soil and Water Conservation District complies with the American with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) and does not discriminate based on race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, 
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. If special physical, 
language, or other accommodation is needed for this meeting, please contact the District Manager 
at 503-391-9927 as soon as possible, and at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting. 


